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Abstract: This article gives information
about how to improve primary school pupils’ writing
skills and develop it in an effective way. Besides, it
helps language teachers to choose activities
according to their knowledge and age. Many teachers
have problems with teaching writing as writing is
considered as one of the most difficult skills among
all. That’s why it is important how to teach this skill.
Language learners have obstacles with writing as
well. Because they dont know how to start and how
to write the given assignement
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INTRODUCTION

Language is the salient way of expressing our
thoughts. We use language for planning our lives and
exchanging our ideas. Globalization has given rise to
English as a global language and learning it has
become inevitable to communicate with the world. In
many countries including Uzbekistan, English is the
second language and it is a compulsory subject in our
curriculum from the elementary level. It is an
endemic part of our life and in today's world we will
not be able to survive without English. Recent
studies have revealed some evidence that young

learners learn second language better compared to
adult learners. In our country, though students are
taught English at an early age, they cannot achieve
fluency and accuracy in English which nowadays is
pre-requisite for higher studies, getting a decent job
and above all for business[1].The effective way to
make a learner proficient in English is to develop all
the four basic language skills-listening, reading,
speaking and writing. Listening and reading are the
receptive skills and work as an input for the learners
and gradually prepare the learners for the productive
skills, speaking and writing. Amongst all four skills
teaching writing is most challenging, more
specifically teaching writing to young learners is a
genuine challenge for the teachers. It is an imperative
language skill, which needs to be developed from an
early age. Young learners do not feel motivated to
write rather they like to speak more in an ESL class.
In our educational system students do not get enough
chance to write according to their own wish. In some
schools, they have creative writing classes where
students get the chance for free writing. The
objective behind it is to make the students
independent and activate their thought process. From
teachers' side it is important to select the right lesson
and design it according to the age group. If the
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students do not like the lesson, the whole class will
be unproductive. Teachers have to take care of
student's motivation, their level of writing and
preferred way of leaming before preparing any task.
It is difficult to draw young leamers’ attention and
keep it focused for longer time. For doing this a
teacher has to follow some teaching methods as well
as teaching techniques to facilitate effective leaming.
To develop my paper, | will first look at the theories
of teaching and leaming writing, how learners can be
motivated in class, and what triggered their mind to
write. This paper will focus on the theories applied in
the classroom from my own teaching experience
followed by some effective criterion of teaching
writing to young learners and how a teacher can help
the learner to develop the writing skill at an early age
[2].
Main part

As writing is a productive skill, picture is the most
effective source, which is mainly visual stimulus to
motivate young learners for teaching writing.
Andrew Wright (2004) pointed out some important
role that pictures play to help the teachers to teach
writing. According to him picture can motivate
learners to pay attention and take part in the lesson, it
brings the context of any situation through which
they can express their ideas, and most importantly
pictures can be described in many ways that will
develop learner's writing and organization ski 11 as
well. Furthermore teachers can give a choice to the
students so that they can choose their own topic.
Before setting the task for elementary level students,
according to Jeremy Harmer (1998), "teacher should
make it sure that students have enough language
competency to complete the task”. At the same time
teachers should be alert while checking the task. If
teachers do excessive correction in elementary level
it may have a negative impact. Hamler (1998) also
points out, "over correction could have a
demotivating effect on the students" and suggests,

"Teachers can tell the students that for a particular
piece of writing they will correct mistakes of
particular aspects of language like- grammar,
punctuation, spelling or organization"[3]. From
teaching writing to correcting it, the whole process is
amalgamated which gradually develop the writing
skill of second language learners.

Young learners are energetic, lively and it is easier to
motivate and every language teacher should make
the best use of it. Throughout my internship | worked
on several aspects of language teaching and found
that to make the students confident and competent in
writing, providing feedback was the most crucial
factor. Students responded well on the topic for
writing but they were not eager to write.
Furthermore, they did not correct their write up
though | encouraged them. In that case providing
effective feedback is one of the important tasks for
ESL teacher. Materials used for writing were rather
well designed to engage the students but the problem
lied with giving feedback. Initially | provided written
feedback which according to Ken Hyland (2003)
played a central role in most L2 writing class. He
added, "Many students see their teacher's feedback as
crucial to their improvements as writers" [4]. Before
commenting on written work, first teacher has to
remove the stigma of overcorrection from students'
mind which undermines the students. The nature of
response also varies according to learner's level. To
make the students aware of their errors teacher can
allocate one class every alternate week for grammar
correction combined with classroom discussion
between teacher-students which will be valued by
students as well as effective for them. Teachers
should make a balance between positive and negative
feedback. Besides written comments, teacher can
also engage students to check each others copy
which is referred as peer feedback by Ken Hyland
(2003)[5]. Teacher can point out some common
errors and according to that students can check their



copies. This process will make them responsible to
correct their work. On top of that they will be able to
judge the written work and in the end this practice
will make them independent. In our present
classroom environment this practice can easily be
done as it does not require any extra facilities. It only
needs a manageable class size not more than 25
students. What it requires is teachers' dedication
towards their work and sincerity to ensure effective
implementation of proposed solutions for successful
teaching writing to young learners.

Besides motivation, young learners have other
learning strategies that teachers have to consider
while teaching. Teachers' duty is to identify specific
learning strategies what a group of learners or
individual learners already have and at the same time
help them to adopt different strategies. According to
Vivian Cook (1996: pg-106) there are some good
learning strategies -

1. Find a learning style that suits you

2. Involve yourself in the language learning process
3. Develop an awareness of language both as system
and as communication

4. Pay constant attention to expanding your language
knowledge.

The process of learning second language should be
initiated at an early age as it is proved that young
learners are better learners than adult learners. Cook
(1996) claimed, "People who start learning English
as an adult never managed to learn it properly and
other who learns it as a child is indistinguishable
from the natives”, which supports Lenneberg's
critical period hypothesis theory [6].

Ur (2005: pg-286) suggests "for schoolchildren
learning a foreign language will be well only if the
teacher find a way to activate and encourage their
desire to invest effort in the learning activity". For
young learners extrinsic or instrumental motivation
works well where teachers play a vital role and they
need to focus on the nature of motivation students

have. Penny Ur (2005: pg-278) has found some
sources of extrinsic motivation that works for young
learners while learning second language. Some are
discussed below:

Success and its rewards: This is the single most
important feature in realizing extrinsic motivation.
Learners who have succeeded m past tasks will be
more willing to engage with the next on[7].

Tests: The motivating power of tests appears clearly,
learners who know they are going to be tested on
specific material next week will normally be more
motivated to study it carefully.

Comepetition: Learners will often be motivated to
give their best not for the sake of learning itself but
in order to bear their opponents in a competition.

Ur has done a research on how a leamer's age
influences language learning. Assumptions made by
her are given below:

Young children learn languages better than the older
ones.

Foreign language learning in school should be started
at an early age as possible.

It is easier to interest and motivate children than
adults.

CONCLUSION

This article is all about engaging students in
writing class for successful learning and it is the
reflection of my internship. In this report | have
focused on the teaching procedure to young learners
for writing and how it differs from teaching adults.
To improve writing skill it needs practice and
constant attention especially to young learners who
are sensitive towards learning. Teachers have to deal
with them adroitly. In the elementary level, teachers
play a vital role to develop writing skill. While
checking the scripts teachers have to be lenient as
because they are the only sources of motivation for
the young learners [8].
Learners' motivation plays prime role to engage the
students into classroom activity which is the most



challenging work for the teacher. Whenever teachers
provide positive feedback and support learners' ideas,
it works greatly. Leamers' self esteem goes up
automatically and they participate. Giving feedback
remains a problem as different students take the
feedback in a different way. To solve the problem in
this paper | have proposed some recommendations to
improve the writing skill which are quite easily
applicable in our classroom environment. Teachers
just need to take care off the learners' need, what
kind of feedback they need rather overcorrecting
them which work well. Without writing skill second
language learning will remain incomplete and to
ensure that students have to learn it from an early
age.
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